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Our Lady – Mother of the Church (Mystici Corporo Christi)
109. Before concluding, We cannot refrain from again and again exhorting all to love holy Mother
Church with a devoted and active love. If we have really at heart the salvation of the whole human
family, purchased by the precious Blood, we must offer every day to the Eternal Father our prayers,
works and sufferings, for her safety and for her continued and ever more fruitful increase. And
while the skies are heavy with storm clouds, and exceeding great dangers threaten the whole of
human Society and the Church herself, let us commit ourselves and all that we have to the Father of
Mercies, crying out: "Look down, we beseech Thee, Lord, on this Thy family, for which our Lord
Jesus Christ did not hesitate to be betrayed into the hands of evil men and to undergo the torment of
the Cross."
110. Venerable Brethren, may the Virgin Mother of God hear the prayers of Our paternal heart which are yours also - and obtain for all a true love of the Church - she whose sinless soul was filled
with the divine spirit of Jesus Christ above all other created souls, who "in the name of the whole
human race" gave her consent "for a spiritual marriage between the Son of God and human nature."
Within her virginal womb Christ our Lord already bore the exalted title of Head of the Church; in a
marvelous birth she brought Him forth as the source of all supernatural life, and presented Him
newly born, as Prophet, King and Priest to those who, from among Jews and Gentiles, were the first
to come to adore Him. Furthermore, her only Son, condescending to His mother's prayer in "Cana of
Galilee," performed the miracle by which "his disciples believed in Him." It was she, the second
Eve, who, free from all sin, original or personal, and always more intimately united with her Son,
offered Him on Golgotha to the Eternal Father for all the children of Adam, sin-stained by his
unhappy fall, and her mother's rights and her mother's love were included in the holocaust. Thus she
who, according to the flesh, was the mother of our Head, through the added title of pain and glory
became, according to the Spirit, the mother of all His members. She it was through her powerful
prayers obtained that the spirit of our Divine Redeemer, already given on the Cross, should be
bestowed, accompanied by miraculous gifts, on the newly founded Church at Pentecost; and finally,
bearing with courage and confidence the tremendous burden of her sorrows and desolation, she,
truly the Queen of Martyrs, more than all the faithful "filled up those things that are wanting of the
sufferings of Christ...for His Body, which is the Church"; and she continues to have for the Mystical
Body of Christ, born of the pierced Heart of the Savior, the same motherly care and ardent love with
which she cherished and fed the Infant Jesus in the crib.
111. May she, then, the most holy Mother of all the members of Christ, to whose Immaculate Heart
We have trustfully consecrated all mankind, and who now reigns in heaven with her Son, her body
and soul refulgent with heavenly glory - may she never cease to beg from Him that copious streams
of grace may flow from its exalted Head into all the members of the Mystical Body. May she throw
about the Church today, as in times gone by, the mantle of her protection and obtain from God that
now at least the Church and all mankind may enjoy more peaceful days.
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